“Measuring the True Wealth of Society”

“Introducing the GPI Indicator of Progress”
Dr. Ron Colman
International Authority on the GPI
In the GDP, more is always better, no matter what is growing.  
Four hundred leading economists, including Nobel Laureates, said:  “Since the GDP measures only the quantity of market activity and without accounting for the social and economical costs involved, it is both inadequate and misleading as a measure of true prosperity.  New indicators of progress are urgently needed to guide our society.  The Genuine Progress Index (GPI) is an important step in this direction.”

Dr. Ron Colman has designed the GPI as an instrument of change, intended to direct policy attention to vital social, economic and environmental aspects of wellbeing that are neglected or ignored in conventional measures of progress.

In “Measuring the True Wealth of Society” he will describe his work in Canada and New Zealand and be open for questions and discussion on how GPI can be used in New Zealand.  This seminar is sponsored by the National Party Northern Policy Group on Monday evening, 8 May, 7 PM at “The Depot, 28 Clarence Street, Devonport (across from the New World Supermarket) and is open to the general public.  
He is also speaking to the Sustainability Working Group on “Productivity and the Future of Work and Accounting of Genuine Progress” on a national, video connected link on Tuesday evening, 9 May, 5 PM at the New Zealand Institute of Chartered Accountants Conference Centre, 27-33 Ohinerau St., Remuera.  See www.anewnz.orgnz for further information.  Public welcome
Dr. Ronald Colman is founder and Executive Director of GPI Atlantic, a non-profit research group that is constructing an index of wellbeing and sustainable development for Nova Scotia as a pilot project for Canada.  This has led to the “Canadian Index of Wellbeing” currently under development.  
Dr. Colman has been developing a relationship of cooperation with the NZ Ministry for Social Development, Local Government New Zealand and other NZ organizations in creating a comparable system of measurements that can be used internationally, as is the GDP.  He was commissioned by the NZ MSD to write a report “The Nova Scotia Genuine Progress Index – Insights for New Zealand” in which he assessed New Zealand’s system of progress indicators and gave recommendations for next steps to be taken.   
Dr. Colman will just be returning from Bhutan where he was assisting the Bhutanese government in forming the country’s core, official measures of progress based on GPI – the first in the world.

A number of NZ political parties have invited Dr. Colman to speak to them on this trip.

See www.anewnz.org.nz and www.gpiatlantic.org for further information on Ron and his trip to New Zealand. 
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